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A REPLY, &c

ii» mill, VOBDBBmmpm.

In all fubje&s that are to be fpoken to,

or written upon, the difficulty lies in the

manner that fubjedt is to be entered upon,

how the merits of it are to be difcuffed and

brought to an argumentative conclufion.

In giving my thoughts on a fubjedt that

is of fuch magriitudinal import to the ho-

nor and interefts of my native land, I

fhall moft cautioufly avoid coming into

perfonal contadt with any of thofe Gen-

tlemen who have gone before me, left in

the notice that I fhould -bcftow on the

writer, I fhould be betrayed into an obfer-

vance of the individual.

Having read with profound attention a

Pamphlet, intitled " Arguments for and

againft an Union," I own that the im-

preilion made on my mind by thofe argu-
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ments has not been of that weight, as to

difable me from Shewing myfelf fupcrior

to that weaknefs which momentarily fuf-

fered it.

—

" If," fays the Pamphleteer,

" this queftion is to be decided by paf-

lion, or by force, there is no mifchief

which the agitation of the queftion

may not produce j if it is to be de-

termined on its merits, it cannot fail to be

nfefuL In one cafe the rejection or adop-

tion of it would terminate in difcontent

or convplfion ; in the other, the refult of

convi&ion would produce fatisfa<5tion.
,>

-—

I

moft implicitly agree with the learned Poli-

tician, that if there is any thing like paffion

or force ufed or attempted to be ufed, either

in the propofal or the accomplishment of

fuch a meafure, as that of an Union be-

tween this Country and Great Britain, that it

will terminate in difcontent or convulfion.

Now for the merits, which, he fays,

mull be examined with philofophic tem-

per, he propofes, as a means to make us

happy as a people, (prefuppofing us very

unhappy) living as we do, Singly and in-

dependent.
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..ependent, that we fhould unite ourfclvcs

with a happy and profperous Nation, and

thereby participate in its happinefs and

profperity—moft certainly, if this were an

Ifland filled with Savages and Barbarians,

having no idea of Agriculture, of Com-

merce, of Law, Phyfic or Divinity, it

would be condefcending and humane in the

proud and the polifhed Briton to wifh us

to unite with him, in order that our morals

end manners might be fafhioaed to his

own, in order that we might be taught

that obedience to the law, that honefty in

dealing, that decency, and that obfervancc

of the Chriftian religion, which make

England at once the envy and admiration

of the world. But until I can be brought

to think that my Countrymen are in fetch

a want of cultivation, I muft refift with

indignation, I will not fayforce, the kind

condefcenfion of the accomplifhed En-

glifhman.

Whatever condition this kingdom,

((landing as fhe is, naturally independent

of any other) was in, previous to the year

1782,



[
6 J

-17824 however £he might have been dicta-

ted to by Britiih emiffaries, whofe political

friendfhip for this Country made it always

fubfervient to their own, however the

commerce of this Country was reftridted,

and her conftitution unacknowledged and

kept down ; yet the idea of putting poor

Ireland on a footing with England, by

bringing her Parliament and its Members

acrofs the channel, never entered the brain

of %ny of thofe emmaries.

It is ftrange, .that notwithftanding the

high commercial advantages -we obtained

in that ever memorable year, and which

have continued to us—notwithftanding we

have ihewed ourfelves competent to de-

cide for ourfelves, in every thing that has

relation with Church and State,—it is

ilrange indeed, that after a period of fix-

teen years univerfally progreffive improve-
r ft 1 r 1

ment, a meafure ihouid now be attempted

fo fubverfive of common order, common

feife, and common compaft.

The author in fupport of his reafons in

javor of iiis propofed meafure has in my

mind



[ 7 ]

mind moft unhappily mentioned two or three

cafes which he prefumes to be in point,

but which I moft humbly prefume to be

the contrary; when the Seven United Pro-

vinces, being cruelly opprefled by the Spa-

nifh government, feparated from that go-

vernment, in order to efcape from tyran-

ny, &c. and when the Sabincs found they

could not maintain themfelves any longer

ap-ainft the Romans, they then united them-

felves, after they could not maintain them-

felves, and y€u fay they acted according to

the principles of reafon and good fenfe In

fubmitting to the Roman yoke, ti e: becaufe

they could not maintain themfelves! fo that

tecaufe they could not maintain themfelves

aeainft Rome, Rome maintained herfelf

againft them in the plunder of her liber-

ties and in the ravifhment of their wives

and daughters -, ergo, if we cannot maintain

ourfelves againft the monfter that is now

In embryo, he will rife up a#d crufti us to

the earth.

I moft fmcerely thank you, Sir, for wtlat

you call this reafoning againft all decla-

mation
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rn&tion upon the common topics of " nati-

£##/ dignity and national pride" I do not

know a. more effe&ual way of lilencing

declamation than the hint you fo good

naturedly throw out—let a man if a mea-

fure is propofed to him that degrade him,

his family and his country, let him cry

out againft that meafure in the voice of

thunder—ftrangle him and you will foon

put an end to his declamation.

If any perfon fhould afk you why you

done fo ? fay that your ear was not fitted

to hear Irifh mufic, and that you adted

upon the authority of Roman Example
and Roman Greatness,

If any one fhould afk you if you were

aware of the murder that you had com-

mitted, and the events which followed it,

in order to complete the deed, namely,

the rapine, the mafTacre, the carnage in

everyfenfe of the word by the " brave and

orderly foldiery"—tell them that the Sa-

bines met with the fame fate for their

impudence and obflinacy.

England, fay you, was. formerly divided

into
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into ftvcn kingdoms, and by that divifion

the ifland was a general fcene of confufion;

but a fagacious Prince brought them toge-

ther and they then eat of the fame regimen,

they afTociated under one code of govern-

ment and one fovereignty, and became

happy—In the name of common fenfe how

does this apply to the queftion that you

faid fliould be debated with philofophy—

a

few petty provinces within the realm, and

bounded by the fame fca, hold out in a kind

of petty rebellion, diftincT: in their laws

and manners, againft the King of England,

and were defervedly punifhed for their

treafon.

I fufpeel, Sir, that you were driven to

thofe cafes, in order to cover the dark and

ambiguous expreffion you make ufe of in

your firfl; pagfe, namely, that of bringing

about your favorite meafure byforces what

a fatal day for Ireland and alfo for England

!

—-" How is a Welfliman, fay you, degrad-

ed by being reprefented in the Britifh Par-

liament. How ridiculous ! a Welchman
t

who can on foot walk and inftrudt his re-

B prefentative.
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pre Tentative. How can a Scot be enilaved

by becoming a Briton—I anfwer, he is in

the fame kingdom with a Briton. It is

the furveyor of the land who divides him

by construction and by rule -> the Scot alfo

can on foot put his wooden pipe and tobac-

co in his pocket, and fee his reprefentative

in a couple of days.-—The cafe is not fo

with an Irifhman ; he feldom travels from

his country but to ferve his King, and

when he does, that it is from voluntary im-

pulfe, and not meanjubmijjion.

That " Naval greatnefs,
1
' which my

political adverfary fays is " unrivalled/'

owes much of that greatnefs to the unpur-

chafed valour of Irishmen.—But that mo-

ment that, an Irifhman is told that his

Parliament is gone, that his landlord refides

in another kingdom, for the purpofe of

reprefenting him, that he muft, in order

to inftrucft him in any meafure which

would be beneficial to his country, endure

the expence and the danger of a fea voyage,

that moment he withdraws himfelf from

fo extravagant an idea, he withdraws him-

felf



felf from that confidence which he repofes

in his reprefentative, and would conceive

that he was bound to alienate himfelf

from his allegiance.—" Ireland will be

gradually rifing to the level of England ;'*

that is, if there is an Union. As well

might the learned gentleman tell me that

a fervant is on a level with his mafter, if

he is on the fame floor with him.

As to the paragraph where he fays, that

a man by being introduced to good com-

pany will hob hob with more elegance,

this is fo puerile, fo nonfenfical, and fo

dancing-mafter like, that as an Irishman

I cannot itoop to notice it.

—

" Suppofing

there were no other reafons which rendered

the Union of the fifter kingdom defireable,

the ftate of Europe, and efpecially of

France, feern to dictate its peculiar policy

at the prefent day." Here again the author

fuppofes we are made to be dupes to

Englifh artifice, and to EngliiL policy^

for he fays, that France has incorporated

a great addition of territory, but has ren-

dered abfolutely dependent on her will

almoft
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almoft all the fmaller ftates that furround

her—and by what means has fhe done that,

indeed (he did not write a Pamphlet on

the fubjeft, fo far fhe afted up to the trea-

chery of her character, but there is ftill an

inapplieation—thofe fmaller ftates that fhe

had fubdued and plundered were in hofti-

lity to her ;—are we in hoflility with Eng-

land ? Good God is it becaufe that a few

ambitious young men, placed themfelves

at the head of a ridiculous mob in the

interior parts of Ireland, that the genius,

the fpirit, and the loyalty of Dublin are

to be facrificedj— that genius, and that

fpirit, and that loyalty which put down

rebellion, and refilled the contagious ene-

my, and beat him from our fhore, are

they to be addreffed thus by Britons.

—

" Irishmen, for the laft 12 months we

have been much troubled with your inter-

nal diviiions, you have correfponded with'

our powerful enemy France, you have

fhewed her how fhe might invade you and

detach you from us, and you have done

every thing that threatens the overthrow

of
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of our Monarchy, we therefore think pro-

per to curb your licentioufnefs, we will

take your Parliament, which was the hot-

bed of treafon againft our mild and merci-

ful King, from you ; whatever there was

virtuous among you we will take from you,

and you fhall become a country of labour-

ers and manufacturers ; you fhall give corn

to our cattle, and cattle to our navy." If

this be the language you hold out to us,

I do not know in what tongue to reply to

it, but I would fay, that the fpirited Par-

liament, which was, during the little fcene

of confufion, protected by a Spirited Yeo-

manry, deferved a better treatment ; I

would fay that the Gentlemen of the Irifh

Bar, who embodied themfelves in arms by

permiffion of Lord Camden, and the go-

vernment of this country, to protect Lord

Camden and his government from foreign

and domeftic enemies, to protect his caftle

and his perfon from being feized upon,

have now received a miferable boon for

their fervices.

la
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In no inftance was the maxim of " ex-

ample is more forcible than precept' ' exem-

plified than in the numerous bodies of men

who followed the Lawyers corps in their

fpirited endeavours to crufh rebellion and

treafcn in whatsoever fhapethey mightmake

their appearance ; and after this rebellion is

put down, after the enerhy is led captive

tohisprifon, or to the place of execution,

after we have gained a complete victory

both by land and by fea, after we have

iheathed our fword and unfixed our bayo-

net, is that the period for an Englifh gen-

tleman to draw his pen acrofs the indepen-

dence of Ireland, and make her a blank

in the map of Europe.

I will pafs over ail the other paiTages in

his Pamphlet, they have been ably an-

fwered by fome of my brethren in the

profeiTion, particularly Meflrs. Ball and

jebb ; the one has fhewed him the high

honor and fpirit of an Irishman -, the other

the cool and difcriminating discernment of

commercial inquiry. The one has taken

him to pieces j the other lifts him up to

public
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public view, and expofes all his broken

parts. And here I moil: candidly affiire

my Countrymen, that were it not a regard

I had to my own promife, which I am

now forry for, and which I am willing to

admit was made at a time to put a flop to

good-natured folicitation, I fhould not

have felt it neceffary to trouble them or

myfelf upon a fubje&that I fear they have

read too much of. l

I cannot difmifs thefe few lines without

bellowing fome obfervations on another

Gentleman, who appears an advocate for

the unhappy meafure, and who tells you

that it would be highly pleafing to many,

to erect an independent government on

every ten fquare miles of Europe ; and

this he fays as ferioufly as if he believed.

one word of the matter. " We might

rehearfc," fays he, " the advantages which

the Inhabitants were to derive from fuch

organizatio?:." I am concerned that fuch

an expreffion efeaped him—it has a re-

publican found ; but I do molt confidently

deny that any body of men in this coun-

try,
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try, that had refpedahility attached to

them, ever entertained a wifh to have an

independent government every ten miles

near them, or in their vicinage, as long as

they conceived they were inhabitants of an

independent Ifland, poffeffing a Free

Constitution, and an Unshackled
Commerce.—I am free to acknowledge

that if it were the cafe, we would be in-

capable of vigorous enterprizey or effectual

combination Jo?' refijiance ; we would then

fall beneath the fword of a powerful adver-

fary.—If the inhabitants of Killala, Caf-

tlebar, &c. were little independent States,

they would have fallen beneath General

Humbert and his followers ; but being

connected with us, we gave them our aid^

and made prifoners of the invaders.

" Ireland will derive importance, when

by the fhare in the general reprefentation

which £he is intitled to obtain, fhe will be

enabled to influence, in Jbme refpe5l, the

Councils of the Empire ."—I do believe

that her influence wculd be but mfome ref

*pe£i ; but with great refped to Mr. Mc.

Kenna, (for he is an avowed author) I to-

tally
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tally differ from him in every refpeff.—At

prefent we have an Houfe of Lords and an

Houfe of Commons, the members of both

amount in number to about five hundred.

The Gentleman who is prolocutor of the

Lords is an Irifhman. The fpeakerof the

Commons is alfoan Irifhman. If a mem-

ber of either Houfe is afte&ed by a parti-

cular,or a general grievance, he fubmits his

ideas and the whole fubjed: undergoes dif-

cuffion, which terminates in his redrefs,

either for himfelf or his conftituent. If

the conftituent is affected by a particular

law, he can immediately wait on his re-

prefentative, who will be bound by his

duty to have that law repealed. If the

reprefentative fees any mode by which li-

berty and property can be better fccured to

the Irifh nation, he is bound to propofe it,

and that in a place where he can be heard

by the prefident or fpeaker, with attention

and refped: : but for my part I cannot fore-

lee what attention my lord Loughborough*

or Mr. Addingtonf* will pay to Irifh ora-

C tory

* Lore) Chancellor, f Speaker,,
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tory, or what influence an Irifli member

would have in the councils of the empire

upon any topic that interfered with the

dignity and the aggrandizement of a Bri-

tifli Parliament. An Irifli gentleman, who

was the honor and the idol of the Irifli

Parliament, I mean Mr. Henry Flood,

concluded a very able and eloquent fpeech,

amidft the yawns and coughs of an En-

glish fenate.

I am well aware of the rooted prejudi-

ces, I had almoft faid hatred, that lodges

in the breaft of fomc Englishmen towards

Iriflimen ; of the infolent and the impu-

dent authority they affume, in all matters

that relate to ftate policy, and to court in-

trigue. Doftor Swift might well obferve,

that the man who was of figure and con-

fequence in this country, a voyage to the

Head and a journey to St. James! foon

reduced him to abfolute infignificance.—

The mention of fuch a man as Swift, flarts

a train of melancholy ideas in my mind,

as are not eafily to be reprefled ; would to

God



God we had fuch a man to write upon fach

a fubjedt !

But to return, I know of no power or

influence that we can have over the coun-

cils of the Empire, fuperior to that which

we have through the medium of our own

Parliament, until Mr. Mc. K. fhews

me, by mathematical calculation, that one

is more than five—he never can perfuade

me that a few delegated Peers, from the

lords of Ireland, and a few returned Com-

moners to the Parliament of Great Britain,

can ever have, in fame refpe£l> or any ref-

pedt, influence on the councils of the

Empire, " But people," fays Mr. Mc.

K. H talks of the national debt of Britain,
5 *

and then he like a lawyer contends " that

though we are not legally, we are at this

hour eflfc&ively pledged to fupport with

our refources the credit of Great Britain."

And pray Mr. Mc. K. who has denied

but that we fhould fupport Great Britain in

her credit -, who will deny but wre have

proportioned to our means, fupported her

in all emergencies : But give me leave Jo
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aik Mr. Mc. K. if the meafure is to be

carried which he fo chearfiiliy embraces,

namely that of Legi/Iative Union, how

will Ireland then be able to contribute to

the payment of the national debt. Sad-

dled as fie will be with that debt, and

Jiript at the fame time of her . Proper-

ty !

It has been mentioned by fome of my
coadjutors, that the Delegates, Peers and

Commons., will reiide near the mimfter ;

that they will receive from this country

500,000!. per A i' 1 -^ •-. that they will fel-

dom vifit their : jices and their man-

lions; that their: ^-entd here will, in the

abfence of their mailer, domineer over the

unfortunate tenant, and drive him to dif-

trefs, to misfortune,, to defpair and to

madnefs ; all this I believe will happen.

But I will go further and affert, that there

is not a gentleman .of 500I. per ann.'

will live in -this country $ there is not a

gentleman who has 5Q0I. per ann. who

is not intimately connected with the lea-

ding men. of this country, and .confequent-

J/
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ly would fefel it his intercft and advantage

to follow the fortunes of thofe men when-

ever it was their will and pleafure to aban-

don us. " Perhaps," fays Mr. Mc. K^

" inquifitive refearch ic. it this very mo-

ment employed in exploring, cr in open-

ing the markets, by the $ip]My of which

this momentous operation is to be effect-

ed." I cannot fuppofe it poffible that

any mercantile {peculator would be fo loft

to his own intereft as to produce any arti-

cle of manufacture for fale at a market,

unlefs that he was fure of a bidder ; much

lefs can I be brought to fuppofe, that any

man is employed in opening a market, on

the prefumed ruin of his country. I have-

not a doubt but if Mr* Mc. K's. mea-

fure is accomplished, without a itruggle

made by the pen of Iridi genius
7
to mew

its injuftice and its impolicy to thofe who

would propofe it, that Wa-terford and a

few other towns in Ireland might receive

fome commercial advantage. Whilft I am

candid in thus treating the fubjedt, I

moukl have been glad Mr. Mc. K. had

pointed
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pointed out what difadvantages thofe towns

have laboured under, where they were infe-

rior toDublin in point of credit or in refpeft

to manufa&ures, here with all his claffical

ingenuity, I do believe he would have

failed.—There is one fhort queftion I would

afk Mr. M'K. are we not in poffeflion of

all the commercial advantages that England

could grant us by an Union ? If I am an-

fwered in the affirmative, why fhould we

fend 500,000!. per ann. to England ? why

fhould w.e fend the wealth and the con-

fequence out of this country ? why fhould

that noble building in College-green be

turned into a coach-houfe and ftable for

fome military general and his officers ?

why fhould the proprietors of the refpedt-

able fquar.es in the city of Dublin be lite-

raljy robbed of the induftryof themfelves,

of their families, and their anceftry ? until

queuions are anfwered to my entire

i >jjii, I muft pronounce that man ao

1 thinks he can propofe fuch a

mca£iTO -ith fafety.

Mr.
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Mr. M'K. has in the remaining part of

his pamphlet introduced himfelf fo ftrongly

to a feat in the Britifh legiflature, that I do

not feel it neceflary to fpeak for a reply to all

that he has advanced upon the fide of ca-

tholic claims ; for it cannot be fuppofed

poffible that he would talk of catholic

emancipation, and in the fame breath the

extinction ©f Parliament in this country.

—

The Irifh catholic cannot fufFer himfelf to

be duped by fuch pretended advocacy.

A party in this country calling them-

felves Orangemen have been dealt with

feverely by M. M'K. I am not of that

party, but whatever I have learned of their

principles I am led to think that they are a

fpirited and well-difpofed fet of men, who
affocuited for the purpofe of counteracting

the defigns of a party who intended the

overthrow of our " King, Lords a?id Com-

motjsj' I care not whether the party who
proteds my caftle from attack, and my
property from plunder, get drunk with

power or with wine : I care not whether

they drink the health of King William
cr
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or my Uncle Toby ; they have anfwered

a wife and beneficial purpofe, and for that

reafon they deferve my gratitude and my
thanks. Mr. M'K. fhould be delicate or

filent when he fpeaks of a party ; he fhould

recoiled: the Pamphlet he wrote fome few

years back, where he fays he is not fa

fqueamifh or fo faflidious as not to own

himfelf of a party, he avows himfelf the

literary champion of the Whig Club and

the panegyrift of their leaders, and their

widely extended principles ; this is the

party that Mr. M'K. fhould have employed

his pen to expofe their wickednefs and

their folly, as he was befl acquainted with

both. I am not infinuating any thing like

blame to Mr. M'K. for deferring that party,

he might have entered into it with the beft

views, that of giving a political oppofition

to an able, or as he was pleafed to fay, at

that time% a profligate minifter ; but I

blame him for throwing any thing like

cenfure upon a loyal body of inert* who

united them felves for the purpofe of cru fil-

ing trenfen and rebellion..
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On this very queftion of an Union, fays

Mr. M'K. there muft be ten thoufand dif-

ferent opinions ; and then he fays, it would

be unwife to reconcile them.—I am forry

he thinks fo ; if I am fure he thought it

wife or prudent to make converts of them,

he would have attempted it. But I ftrong-

ly fufpect that upon the fubjectof an Union

in this country there are but two opinions.

—It is Waterford verfus Dublin, Cork

againft fame, Belfafl: againfc fame. It is

the Builder and the Dairyman that are at

iffue. It is Merrion-fquare and the Bog

of Allen that are in controverfv. It is the

penfioned Have and the proud freeman

that are in combat. And is Mr. M 5K. to

pay no attention to the opinion formed

and the refolutions entered into by that

high and refpeclable body of men the Irifh

bar; is he to pay no attention to the

names of a Saurin, a Spencer, a Barring-

ton, a Duquery, a Bufhe, a Powel, and

a Plunket; men who fpurned the paltry

honors that were offered to them, when

they were told that they were the purchafe

D of
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of the rights and the liberties of their

country ; men who feel that they have but

a life eftate in thofe immunities, which

were left them by their fathers, and which

in honor and in confcience they are bound

pioufly to tranfmit unimpaired to their

children.

With Mr. M'K. I have done, he is a

gentleman whom I knew early in private

life, and for whom I entertained fentiments

of regard and refped:. It is his political

creed that I difapprove of, and condemn.

It is his forgetfulnefs of the benefits he

received from an Irifh Parliament, who

removed the difability he labored under in

his civil and political capacity. It is of

that kind of forgetfulnefs I would com-

plain. It is the oblivifence of his country,

of her rights, of her liberties, of her in-

dependence, of Mm/elf; it is that wanfof

memory that makes a man appear at once

odious and ungrateful. To his refle&ions

I commit him.

I fear that I have not kept up to my
promife as I have gone on. I felt it was irn-

poffible.
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poffible. God help us, we promife more,

much more than we are able to perform;

to be cool on fuch a fubjeft I believe will

be the lot only of thofe men who wifh

plaufibly to difpo.fe of my country, thofe

who write for that country and wifh to

preferve her name among the nations of

the earth, write from their feelings, and

from their hearts.

I find my countrymen that I have been

anticipated in many of the obfervations that

it was originally my intention to have made

on this great queftion of an Union, twenty

gentlemen have entered the lifts, they have

from facts ftubborn, and arguments invin-

cible, demonftrated the cruelty, the im-

policy, and the danger of agitating this

queftion in the enfuing Parliament ; they

have demonftrated the folly and abfurdity

in the court champions fuppofing for a mo-

ment they could cajole Irifhmcn into a

comparifon with the Scotch nation, who

after it had pufilanimoufly confented to the

furrender and to the fale of their Parlia-

ment upon treaty, that treaty fcandalouily and

fhamefully
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fhamefully violated in the imposition of

a tax which their Peerage and their Com-

moners unanimoiifly rejifted> but relifted in

vain ! ! ! and therefore as I have been faved

much trouble you are relieved.

I fhall conclude with adjuring the Bri-

tish minifter to paufe before he will entirely

confent to or rather dictate a meafure

fraught with fuch definition to a country

that has fo uniformly fupported him in all

his financiering adjustments. I do adjure and

befeech the great men who have teen and

are now in England receiving inftrudions,

how they are to adt upon this great, this

perilous occafion, to ponder with a caution

becoming the importance and the fagacity

of their characters, and proportioned to

to the magnitude of the work before them,

how they will pledge themfelves to the

fupport of a lyftem that muft degrade

them and their pofterity for ever, that they

will fee the fatisfying of a few individuals

in the paltry gratification of title is no

xompenfation to the unborn fons of thofe

individuals
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Individuals who if the title will defcend

(which, coniidering the manner it is con-

ferred, and the tenure by which it will be

held, I have my doubts) it will be

WORN NOT AS THE INSIGNIA OF HERE-

DITARY HONOR, BUT THE BADGE OP

INTAILED SLAVERY.

In this appeal to their better and their

nobler feelings, I am not actuated by any

felfifh motives. For my King and my
Country, my pen, like my fword, has

been folicitous and ready in defence of

both. MY REWARD HAS BEEN MY
own. My labours for the laft four years

in the v/ay of my profeffion, have been

directed for the public good. Sometimes,

and too often, have I ventured myfelf for

an unhappy fellow creature, who was tea-

zed and oppreffed by a cruel and rapacious

creditor ; fometimes with fuccefs, but

oftener fucceeded in making myfelf a num-

ber of enemies, and enemies of thofe who

were formerly my friends :—However,

upon a fubjett like the prefent, I trull: that

they will forget, or rather permit their

animaixties
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animofities to give way to more generous

conliderations, and that they will unite

with me and their able brethren in the

profeffion, to advize the leading members

of both countries not to attempt a mea-

fure, the accomplifhing of which muft

fix an indelible flain on the liberties, the

laws and the conftitution of this realm.

I mall take my leave, nearly in the words

of Sir Wm. Blackftone. * THE PRO-
TECTION OF THE LIBERTY OF
IRELAND IS A DUTY WHICH
WE OWE TO OURSELVES WHO
ENJOY IT, TO OUR ANCESTORS
WHO TRANSMITTED IT DOWN,
AND TO OUR POSTERITY WHO
WILL CLAIM IT AT OUR HANDS ;

THIS, THE BEST BIRTHRIGHT
AND NOBLEST INHERITANCE
OF MANKIND !

ISAAC BURKE BETHEL,

Arran Quay.










